THE  REBUILDING   OF  LONDON
this process of trial and error seems to have been successful,
so far as the wharfing was concerned. A committee which
inspected the whole project in 1675, a year after its completion,
found nothing to complain of in that respect, though it raised
the old questions of water accumulating on the wharves on
account of insufficient drainage, and the dumping of refuse in
spite of regulations and the keeper of the channel.1
Much of this ultimate success seems to have been due to
Thomas Fitch, the contractor in charge.2 The holder of a
number of other City contracts, this was by far the greatest
work that he carried out during the rebuilding, and it must
have caused him more anxiety than all the others put together.3
During its course he had to face every imaginable difficulty,
temporary or permanent. Throughout he was hampered by the
mud and refuse coming down from Turnmill Brook and the
streets round the channel. Piles of rubbish, wood and building
materials, illicitly left on the wharves he was levelling were
almost as great a hindrance. In the early stages, the land he
was supposed to be working upon was often unpurchased;
in the later the materials he had prepared were rendered use-
less by alterations in his contract. Unsuspected springs caused
the sides of the cuts to cave in, forcing him to do the work
again, and the depth to which it was finally necessary to take
the foundations meant that the sections of it could not be
completed in less than six double tides. Warfare and weather
both affected progress. Heavy storms caused floods in Turn-
mill Brook, and war with the Dutch brought the ravages of
1 C.L.P.J 1675, report dated November loth, 1675.
2 Others who worked on the scheme as a whole included John Fitch, bricklayer,
Thomas Cartwright, mason, Thomas Hodgkins, blacksmith, John Eden, painter,
Thomas Billing-, smith, and John Young-, mason. John Fitch, Hodgkins and Billing
were concerned only with Turnmill Brookj Cartwright with the bridges at Bridewell
and Holborn, Young with Holborn Bridge, and Eden with painting the posts and
rails on each side of the channel.   Strictly speaking the bridges were separate from
the work on the canal, associated only with it by reason of their position. Fleet Bridge
was paid for out of the City's cash, and was finished before Fitch's contract began.
* He worked .(inter aUa) on the stairs at Blackfriars and Three Cranes, the laystalls at
Dowgate and Puddle Dock, and wharfing at Whitefriars. Hooke's diary shows that he
also worked on a number of important buildings.                                           *